BLESSED ENDURANCE

THE MESSAGE OF REVELATION

LESSON THREE: HE WHO HAS AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR

Jesus in the Midst of his Church (1:4-3:22)

INTRODUCTION

Where does Judgment begin?

THE PROLOGUE (1:4-20)

"The prologue establishes the whole format of the letter, including its _source (the
Trinity, vw.4-5), its _style  (making points by alluding to the O'T), and its main
focus (energizing believers to live the kingdom life while they wait for Jesus).

Jesus appears to John on Patmos as a
e Judge.
e Priest.

o King.

Jesus’ first words to John when John turns to see him: Fear not.

THE MESSAGES TO THE CHURCHES
"The seven churches are evaluated by Jesus based on their:
e Commitment  To witness to Jesus in their world

¢ Interaction with the wider culture  in negative and positive ways
e compromise With that culture, false teaching, and sinful lifestyles
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DISCUSSION

Q: John writes that Jesus work has made believers “a kingdom, priests to his God and Father.” In
light of what comes in the letters to the seven churches, how was the church living up to that
calling?

Q: 'The overall impression of the carly church is not very positive. They struggled with their
commitment to witness, with engaging with their culture, and with compromise and spiritual
lethargy. Which of these struggles do we see in our lives, and how might Revelation be the
corrective we need?

Q: 'The first thing that Jesus says to John when John sces him is “Fear not.” Why is this an
important reminder when reading Revelation?



